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851 August 13, 1897 

Suspicious case on the British brig Estella. 

Habana, Cuba, August S, 1897. 

Sir: I boarded the British brig Estella, lying at the Tallapiedra 
Wharf, this morning at 7 a m., to inspect vessel and crew before giving 
the bill of health, the vessel being ready to sail for Pascagoula, Miss., 
via Ship Island. I found the mate sick with a suspicions fever and 
advised the master to send him to the hospital. This will be done, and 
vessel will not sail until to-morrow, Wednesday, August 4. 

Your attention is respectfully called to the method in vogue in giving 
bills of health to vessels. 

I have refused to inspect a vessel and crew the day before departure, 
being careful not to delay the vessel, and I have visited more than one 
vessel before 6 a. m. Had I inspected this vessel yesterday afternoon, I 
would have issued a bill of health not in accordance with the facts of 
the case, as the mate was taken sick at 8 p. m. last night. 

Very respectfully, W. F. Bbtjnneb, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. S. 

Sanitary report from Habana for July, 1897. 

Habana, Cuba, August 4, 1897. 

Sib : I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations 
of the Service at this port for the month of July, 1897, with a state- 
ment of the sanitary conditions of the city of Habana, together with 
tables of statistics, of harbor work, of the prevalence of infectious and 
contagious diseases, and of mortality from the principal diseases. 
There is no material change in the sanitary conditions of the city, as 
there are practically no attempts being made to improve the bad sani- 
tary conditons, which have existed for many years. The weather has 
not been extremely warm, which can be accounted for by the heavy 
rainfall during the month. 

I have noticed that there is some improvement in the collection of 
garbage and offal. Formerly I noticed that dead animals, dogs and 
cats, would remain decomposing in the streets for days before being 
removed. 

The work of removing waste matter is performed in the early hours of 
the morning, the material being collected and carried away in open 
carts before 7 a. m., but the dumping places are frequently in close 
proximity to the city. The sewers have been frequently flushed by the 
rains, and some feeble attempts have been made to deodorize the catch- 
basins. While the city government has provided at convenient places 
public urinals, and in some instances water-closets, the streets and 
pavements reek with human excreta, both solid and liquid matter 
being scattered indiscriminately by a careless and ignorant population. 

It is becoming evident that the numerous deaths caused by intestinal 
diseases are a result of improper food, the meats being poor in quality, 
or at least those used by the masses. An inspection of two of the 
principal markets developed the fact that the meats exposed for sale 
were not protected from the filth floating in the atmosphere, the quality 



